n6                                          Paracelsus

Kolbenheyer and Stoddart maintain that Theophrastus, who
was fond of practical jokes, was merely playing on the credulity
of his servant. The truth, we suggest, is that Theophrastus knew
how to color metals. Since color was supposed to be the seat of
the essential quality in a metal, this art was highly appreciated
and entirely legitimate. Goldsmiths paid high prices for "chemi-
cal gold" which the expert alone could distinguish from gen-
uine gold. Paracelsus himself has given away the hoax in his
Greater Surgery Book:

"In chemical research very wonderful medicines have been
made which prolong life . . . But after these come the gold-
making tinctures transmuting metals. Thus one tincture col-
ors metal. These discoveries have given rise to the idea that
one substance can be transformed into another, so that a
rough, coarse, and filthy substance can be transmuted into one
that is pure, refined, and sound. Such results I have attained
in various kinds, always in connection with attempts to change
metals into gold and silver."9

THE   MIRACLE    OF    " TRANS MUTATION"
Theophrastus received his instruction in this noble art at the
best possible school, in the laboratory of an experienced chem-
ist. In his autobiography he says:
"Moreover, I gained great experience during a long pe-
riod through the alchemists who have done research in such
arts, notably the noble and firm Sigmund Fiieger and many of
his laboratory assistants."10
Sigmund Fiieger was the Count of Fiiegen who owned large
forest and mining privileges near the little town of Schwatz in